THE   PENINSULA
the wisdom of attacking, but Massena, having left
lady, arrived on the scene -with a keenness that broc
no question. His dispositions -were faulty in so far as
French advance could not be immediately, suppoi
and a member of Ney's staff, transcribing from
Marshal's dictation, pointed this out.
6 Write on/ came the answer; c these are not my ord<
For to-morrow was Massena's show, and the issue cc
be damned in advance for all Ney troubled.
It was barely dawn when he attacked in three colun
by way of a steep path leading through woods to the
of Redcoats under Crawford.   All was well at first,
guns  and infantry falling  back as the 6th Corps ^
forward.    But having set foot on the ridge Ney's r
were suddenly assailed by the British reserve.   A c]
volley in which every bullet found its mark could
check the bayonets, and with the glint of steel threaten
both their flanks the French wavered.    A retirement
the sheltering pine-woods, with the 'Goddams* pour
down the hill in pursuit, was well conducted; after wh
Ney's corps was treated to an hour's  heavy pound
by the British artillery.   Such was the French failure
Busaco on September z6th 1810.
But Massena rallied, and drove the British back L
Portugal, where they entrenched in the famous lines
Torres Vedras. Even Ney recognized the impregnabl
of this "work, which ran in three ranges, the long
covering nearly thirty miles from Alhandra on the Ta|
to -where it met the sea at Zizandre. And since the pc
tion could not be stormed, and it was sheer starvati
to sit down indefinitely in Portugal (as they did ui
March 3rd 1811), the French retreated, covered as us
by the rear-guard genius of the 6th Corps.
It was a dismal process. Supplies and man-power \
dwindled during the wastage of those winter mont
which losses meant a proportionate rise in the stren^
and daring of irregular tactics. But Ney carried ou
fine piece of bluff in front of Torres Vedras, leadi
IOQ